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An Excursus on Ethics and Ethical Values

Prof. Dipak Kumar Bagchi
Ex Prof. Department of Philosophy, K.N. College, Berhampur, Murshidabad

Ethics and morality are not the same.
“Morality is a way of life the right or good
way of living in this world ... by contrast,
ethics is the study of moral life.” Ethics is
also known as Moral Philosophy and “its
goalis to gain knowledge of moral problems
and their possible solutions.”1

Ethics judges the rightness or
wrongness, goodness or badness of human
conduct. Actions  voluntarily performed
by a man are what constitute a man’s
conduct. An action is said to be good if it
conforms to the moral standards, bad if it
does not. The purpose of ethics is to frame
some moral standard by means of which
human actions are judged to be moraly
good or bad.

Ethics is a normative science. Ethics is
not wholly a practical science. Ethics is not
a practcal science in the sense in which
architecture, medical science are said to be
so. But it should be admitted that we
cannot be averse to the practical side of
ethics. it is true that we cannot expect that
a man who has studied ethics would be a
man of good character or would do only
what is just. Nevertheless it cannot be
denied that ethical knowledge can help a
man to lead an ideal life. By studying
ethics, wer are able to know how should I
live, how should I behave with others. In
fact, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus,
Bentham, J.S. Mill and others have tried to
answer in different ways the single
question : “what type of life should we live?”
It amply proves the practical utility of
ethics.

Socrates on Morality

Socrates is a man in whom both virtue
and knowledge are found to be combined.
To him, a man who has knowledge can do
no wrong. All wrongdoing, he says, arises

from ignorance. According to him,
philosophy is not a value-independent,
pure criticism and analysis of life and
truth. He has shown that it is the
command of the individual’s conscience
which should guide an individual. It is the
individual himself who has to take a firm
decision in case of conflict between right
and wrong or good and bad. In as much as
Socrates had a firm faith in value he did not
care for death. In case of good deed moral
consideration is really important and to
think of profit and loss would be shameful.
According to him a virtuous man should
only think whether the action is right or
wrong. whether his role in that case is good
or bad. In the history of mankind socrates
is the first great martyr whose life is
dedicated for the preservation of ethical
values. [Socrates er vica-r o Mrityu (Plato-r
ca-r sainla-p), Trans Shyamal
Gangopadhyaya, Darsan o Samaj Trust,
1996]

Utilitarianism

According to J.S. Mill, an advocate of
utilitarianism, the moral end of our actions
should be ‘the greatest happiness for the
greatest number’. This principle not only
says that which action is right and which
wrong but it also says that what a man is
obliged to do from moral standpoint. To
hedonists like Betham, J.S.Mill, good and
happiness mean the same thing and
happiness means pleasure. That which is
good leads to happiness, and happiness is
what is pleasant. In short, according to
them, good = happiness = pleasant. To
produce good to the greatest number and
to resist what is not good is the aim of the
utilitarians.

Here apart from the mahematical
problem-how many, how much good to be
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produced - we have to see what is that (a
particular act or a particular rule or set of
rules) which produces good? Moreover, if
we do not admit that all men are essentially
equal, a man who is selfish by nature,
would not be inclined to seek happiness for
other people.

Kant on morality

According to kant, pleasure or
happiness cannot be the moral standard.
An action, says kant, is moral if it is done
only for the sake of the moral law.
According to kant, man is half-sensual,
half-rational. Man has a body and as such
he cannot be quite free form desires,
inclinations. But apart from sensuality
man has another faculty called ‘reason’. To
determine moral end, moral evalution or
selection of the means of action kant
categorically followed the support of
reason. When kant in his Practical Reason
tries to establish that pure reason may be
practical then his motive is to establish the
Unconditional Moral Law which is
otherwise called ‘Categorical Imperative’.
Moral Law comes from within. It is not
empirically derived. So we are bound to
obey the moral imperative. Moral law is to
be obeyed unconditionally. Moral law is to
be obeyed only for the sake of moral law
itself.2

But the question is : what is the
guarantee that men would in practical life
follow the moral law? Even a man knows
what is right he may not be inclined to
follow it in practical life (ja-na-mi dharma
na ca me pravtti’).

To solve this problem Aristotle says
that reason alone cannot make us act.
Along with reason there is a desire for
result and the desire for result does not
follow the rules of reason. Hume says that
reason is passive and as such it cannot be
the cause of action. Kant differs from both
on this point. Pure practcal reason, says
Kant, is both the necessary and sufficient
conditions of moral actions.3

According to Kant, man is different
from animals. Animals act in accordance

with the law of nature. A rational being
alone can act in accordance with his idea of
laws - i.e. in accordance with principles. So
man alone has a will. But a man, according
to kant, is not wholly rational. He is
sensual as well. As a partially or
imperfectly rational being a man can act
with rational principles, but he does not
always do so.

Accoridng to Kant, as rational beings
men not only have a will, but also have a
good will, i.e. a will that is not merely good
as means to something else, but good in
itself. Will determined by the mere form of
the law is called pure will. As rational
beings it is possible for men to act without
being moved by the senses. That is, he has
pure will. But as creatures affected with
wants and physical motives his will is not
holy.4 “We can imagine a being so
constituted as always to be able to act
purely on moral maxims (subjective rules
of action) and who would never be subject
to an inclination toward actions not based
on them. Such a being would be what Kant
calls ‘holy’ and have a holy will. Man
cannot reach this ideal. He will always feel
disposed towards wrong action in some
cases at least and will then experience the
coflict between desires and duty. He will try
to impose upon himself, without or with
success, maxims which conform to formal
principles of morality. Imposed rules are
imperatives. Men, unlike holy beings, will
apprehend the formal pinciple of morality
always as an imperative. The imperative of
duty, the command to us to do our duty
and to do it for its own sake, depends on no
condition. It does not tell us “do your duty if
this or unless that ... itis categorical.”5

Universality of Moral Law : Some Problems
According to Kant, an action would be
morally right if and only if the maxim could
be universalized. For example, speaking
the truth is morally right because if all men
spoke the truth it would make no harm.
But telling lies is morally wrong because if
all men told lies nobody could believe
anyone and social transaction would
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collapse. The strenghth of a moral law lies
in its universality and uncontradicted
character. Sometimes by transgressing the
shackles of moral rules man gets freedom
and some other greater moral principle. It
is due to the conflict with some greater or
larger moral principle man is prompted to
break the particular moral principle. And
man does have that freedom. This
transgression of moral rules is a good
usage of our freedom and it protects the
goodness of morality. “What is moral is of
course logical but what is logical may not
be moral.”6 This may be made clear by an
example. In the Mahabharata we find that
during the Kurukshetra war Arjun once
out of anger was ready to kill Yudhistir. The
reason is that while fighting in that warfare
Yudhistir could not cope with Duryodhan
and Karna and escaped from the battle
field and being puzzled Yudhistir used very
harsh words against Arjun and his god-
gifted bow Ga-ndhiv. Arjun once made this
promise - T will kill one who will speak
against my god-gifted bow Ga-ndiv.’
Breaking promises would go against the
universality of maral law. So Arjun faces a
dilemma : If [ am to keep my promise I
would kill my elder brother. And if I do not
kill him I would break my promise.” Then
Sri Krishna told Arjun that breaking
promise in this context would not be
wrong. Because killing elder brother would
be a greater sin and as such it would be
morally wrong. So Krishna advised Arjun
to use some harsh words against Yudhistir
which was tantamount to killing him. So
from the standpoint of humanity Arjun did
what Krishna advised and did not kill
Yudhistir even if this violated the moral
law.

In fact morality is humanity-oriented. It
is not improper to deviate from those rules
which undermine humanity. Morality is
not relative to any society or civilization.
Even if a moral principle were violated in
specific situations, it would not prove that
moral law is not universal. The person
himself who violates or transgresses moral
principle is to blame even if the person were

Arjun. But the greatness of morality still
remains intact.7

Moral Crisis and the Modern Age

Modern age is mainly an age of science
and technology. It has turned man
virtually into a machine. A vast majority of
men today are engaged from dawn to dusk
in the pursuit of material or bodily needs.
Their outlook of life is more or less
materialistic. To most of them the goal of
life seems to be ‘eat, drink and be merry’.
Plain living and high thinking seems to be a
thing of the past. For success in mundane
life and with a view to achieving material
comforts they do not even hesitate to do
something wrong. Modern age is an age
where the question of morality is least
important. In the language of Dr.
Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan “It is truism to
say that mankind today is in the midst of
one of the greatest crises of history. Our
predicament is due to the lack of
adjustment of the human spirit to the
starting developments in science and
technology.”8 Purity in body and mind,
non-injury (Ahimsa-), non-stealing
truthfulness, unselfishness, feeling for
others, respect towards women, teachers
and elderly persons-these basic ethical
values which hold our society firmly have
lost their impact on the present generation.
We are now living in a society where there is
a sort of vacuum in the sphere of morality.
A value system must replace the vacuum.
Otherwise, a good soceity abounding men
with high moral sense and character would
be a matter of myth.

In the Hindu Shastras it is said that
being a man each of us has to follow some
rules or acquire some qualities. Then and
then a man becomes a man. These rules or
qualities are called ‘sa-dha-ran dharma’.
Ahmsa-, Asteya (non-stealing), Shauca
(purity of body and mind) and Samyama
(restraining our six sense organs-five
external and internal organ called manas)
are rules to be followed by each of us. These
are called ‘manusyatva dharma’.
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Value Education : The Crying Need Today

We should realize that fof a valuable
society goods of the mind are as important
as the goods of the body. “The ‘practical’
man is one who recognizes only of material
needs, who realizes that men must have
food for the body, but is oblivious of the
necessity of providing food for the mind.”9
“Education has two purposes : on the one
hand to form the mind, on the other hand
to train the citizen. The Ahtenians
concentrated on the former, the Spartans
on the latter. Spartans won, but the
Athenians were remembered.”10 So long
as the craze for getting material success is
not diminished, at least from those who
teach so long as our society would not be
ready to respect teachers who are dveoted
to learning, whatever proficiency we may
attain in technology we cannot prevent
brutal civilization which gives most
improtance to bodily needs and least
importance to ethical values. Students of
present generation get lucrative jobs with
all sorts of material benefits even though
they have least knowledge about their own
culture and civilization. Although public
media like television etc. can play a positive
role for the upgradation of our soul yet
these media very often telecast such
cinemas and other programmes which fail
to rouse uprightness among the teenagers.
Itis a matter of grave concern.

In the face of these states of affairs the
important thing is to know the true
meaning of life. Here, we are face to face
with the question put forward by J.S. Mill :
we must decide whether we want to be
‘Socrates dissatisfied’ or ‘Pig satisfied’. [f we
can say assertively whatever riches I may
be given I would never choose to be ‘pig
satisfied’, I would never give up human
qualities in lieu of riches, then and then
only we would be properly educated.11 To
fulfil this end we need good teachers
having a strong moral character and
wisdom. It is only wise and morally sound
teachers who can inculcate such values as
truthfulness, self-restraint, etc. into the
minds of the students. We must discipline

ourselves, our sense organs, our emotions
and channel that disciplined energy to
work which would develop our character.
‘Rackless pursuit of bodily pleasures
destroys creativity. Since these principles
are no logner important in our education
children tend to develop their body at the
expense of their mind. As a result the
beauty of the soul is lost. The beauty of the
soul is the beauty of character. Education
is not merely cramming of the brain, it is
the training of the mind.”
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Crossing the Boundaries : An Appraisal of Jagore

Anwar Hossain
Assistant Professor, Department of English

The very concept of Nationalism is based
on the blind love of everything that is ones
own and a naked hartred of everything that
belongs to the other. This may well be
expressed in the words of Meenakshi
Mukherjee:

“Any project of constructing a national

identity is predicated upon two

simultaneous imperatives an erasure
of differences within the border and
accentuating the difference with what

lies outside.” (174)

Since, Nationalism is a concept based on
the dichotomy of the self and the other, it
breeds xenophobia, parochialism and
violence. Rabindranath, along with the
French Philosopher Romain Rolland, was a
great Transnationalist. Rabindranath,
upholds India as a country of No-nation’
(Tagore, Nationalism 37), because it is a
country based on social relationships.

In Nationalism, which is based on
lectures delivered by Rabindranath during
the First World War, he rejects Nationalism
with the words.

“Nationalism is a great menace. It is the

particular thing which for years has

been at the bottom of India’s troubles”

(74)

Indeed, he rejects both Nationalism and
‘colourless vagueness of cosmopolitanism’
(Tagore, Nationalism 34). He even
denounces ‘patriotism’ by calling it the
other name of ‘national selfishness’
(Tagore, Nationalism 33).

In Nationalism, Rabindranath points
out:

“Even though from childhood I had

been taught that idolatry of the Nation

is almost better than reverence for god
and humanity, I believe I have
outgrown that teaching, and it is my
conviction that my countrymen will

troly gain their India by fighting against

the eduation which teaches them that a

country is greater than the ideals of

humanity”
(70-71)
Thus, Tagore refuses to believe in the very
discourse of Nationalism, which is
conventionally ingrained in the Indian
minds. This is revealed in fictional terms in
Home and the World and Gora.

Home and the World, which is written
in the backdrop of the Swadeshi Movement
in Bengal, depicts the ugly result of the
selfish love for the nation in the form of the
monster Sandip. While Nikhil also loves his
contry, to him love for the country or
patriotism stands for love for the
countrymen. Gora, in the novel which is
named after him, crosses all the
boundaries and barriers which kept him
separated from the rest of India and finally
embraces humanity:

“Today I am really an Indian! In me

there is no longer any opposition

between Hindu, Mussalman and

Christian. Today every caste in India is

my caste, the food of all is my food!”

(Tagore, Gora 863)

Tagore’s message of humanity seems to
be missing today when we hear of conflicts,
violent deaths and destruction in the state,
country and the world. The morning
newspaper comes even with the news of the
death of students in the college or
university campuses. This happens,
perhaps, because of “mauvaise fai” or “bad
faith” or “self-deception” (in Kaufmann
280), which is a phrase used by the French
philosopher Sartre. We should not make
our hands dirty with stinking politics,
forgetting the ideals of humanity. In a
painful reply to the lapanese poet Yone
Noguchi, Tagore wrote:
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“l have, as you rightly point out,
believed in the message of Asia but I
never dreamt that this message could
be identified with deeds which brought
exaltation to the heart of Tamerlane as
his terrible efficiency in manslaughter
... The doctrine of ‘Asia for Asia’ which
you enunciate in your letter, as an
instrument of political blackmail has
all the virtues of the lesser Europe
which I repudiate and nothing of the
larger humanity that makes us one
across the barriers of political labels
and divisions (Tagore, “The Noguchi”
191-92)

Again, Rabindranath reminds us in “Crisis
in Civilization” the sayings of the sages:

“By unrighteousness man prospers,
gains what appears desirable,
conquers enemies, but perishes at the
root.”
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A Wonderful Dream

Mita Khatun
B.A. Honours (History), 1st Year

Dream is the simple lovely word
In our life.

Suddenly I heard a tone

It was wonderful

It’s sound was beautiful.

I saw at a glance

Flowers danced

Evenin dreams,

The dream was tree’s

There ‘tree’ means ‘seeds’
‘seed’means ‘flower’

‘lower’ means ‘beauty’
‘Beauty’ means ‘life’

‘Life’ means ‘dream’

‘Dream’ means ‘Make future’.
And ‘Make future’ means
Study sincerly.

Itis, so wonderful Dream’s life.
That it was areal love.
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Femme Fatale I Celets
Jagatbandhu Mondal TH05 T |
ST AR
Ex-Student, Nagar College
(0 01 A WG |
My lady! Don’t leave Me alone ... SR 3R
You are predator and you allured Me ’
By your bewitching take beauty. ST 3o+l D |
After a fixed time you bade Me good bye. RIGIRIGECRREY
You stamped Me in the absence of light WW
To fulfill your desire of body. A |
You and I engaged to have pleasure, RIGINIMECH
But you stealthily stole My entity (IR T A |
To thrive later without Me. IGICIIGCORT

You toofitin your womb and nourished.

But when it grew mature, it came automatically. I <2 (7 |
After getting it you kept it on your bosom IR, FCETR T #he
To have your unknown pleasure and N OGIRRRIGIEGRETE
Entirely forgot Me for it.

[ am detached from you but My entity

Is survived in the blood of your male Babe.

Iwould see you in My dream but you never dream of Mine.

I know that you are sick in mind,

But you never expose it in society.

You snatch Our seetive and use it

‘Without knowing use properly’

Ifyou think of Me by chance,

You must see My desolating bitering

By the fading valley.

I am lonely because of the lack of one

That it persists in your generation.

When [ will get my womb, I never leave you,

Butifyou get a female babe you must give L.
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Beauty Lady
Ezaj Ahammed
B.A. Honours (English), 1st Year

Behold my blubber and happy forever;

I want you but you want other,

None the less I ride to my range longer

She my ringer and [ remainder;

Apparently I, her pesky blister.

Waddle my diddle lady forgets her monster.
She also proud of her physical figure;

She unaware that, love is beauty of nature.
May be, we mixture of a feature;

But, why in love you a displeasure?

You know? Invented love is greater than sought love.
For, Invented love always come(s) easily;
And soughtlove is arriving in risky.

God bless you, Oh! lucky, beauty lady;

For understand other heart’s anxiety.

[Brakia
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Our Life

Arup Karmokar
B.A. Honours (English), 1st Year

Life is nothing but a mixture of tears and laughter,
sometimes we reach the peak and sometimes we fail.
Life is a flower of which love is the Honey,

Life is empty without fun.

Learning is our life and teacher is our environment,

we can’t do anything without any arrangement.

In life, we have parents, friends and many relationship,
sometime they enjoy with us and take a short trip.
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Unknown Lady DIE|

Hasanuzzaman (Palash) Tl
B.A. Honours (English), 1st Year P P
.. TP (Fige), 2w <
O, young beautiful lady -
Who are you? e e fe C@M\Oﬁwﬁ
Your gorgeous beauty scorches my eyes STISICH TS @3 QGWE I
your glittering eyes make me blind,; SIS NS et T I e Zi |
your typical mysterious laugh, STl AT AT TS WY AT | |
Make me motionless and still, i B SF
Ithink about you, Q{m A Afoetfesre i
whole day and night. IR @2 @I A ||
your appearence make the night serene, s A @ icel I A AR
Oh! what a pleasant feeling. 5 a3 )
[ gaze at your intangible beauty. RARRIERIRIE ’ T
I know well, morning will come soon. o A GRS CAGI G
And you will vanish again. FOMIZ 2L Ty I T (TS I | |

Before you vanish, I want to tell you something
It’s all about my love for you.
And the magic world for love.

S AT N (ST TS 7 ABTHAT
SR 31 (2eT A1 N AT Ter (] G | |

That you spoke in dream enough; o AW BT TS SGJI619, SBI
Had turned my life into heaven. G2 I L BCE I PSS | |
DIEICRCHISERET|
SN Sl Ay ST | |
Land of Peace TR I e 0! 4
Nilkanta Konai B i
B.A. Honours (English), 1st Year ﬁl’(.“&' S F\vﬂiﬁﬁi{m (e s .
Ifyou call me back thousand times, s e, S9N, SO S AT ST 7
I will not return here IS =G TIreT 715
I'shall reach the land of peace. ©IZ AT T O R | |
I shall spend in the land of fair, AT Fvle e @ A

There famine will not be seen,

All will be laughter and green

There will be no war and cry

Let me go, let me do try

I dream of thatland, I want to be happy
As there isno peace, the world is unhappy

OI2 O (6 FCI! 1 SRR € ST | |

KBy
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